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516 To Correspondents. [Dec. 

sands upon thousands, I presume, of such bodies,) the probability of the Earth's receiv- 
ing an injury from any of them is decreased to so small a number, that it is scarcely pos- 
sible for the human mind to conceive that such an event should take place in the end- 
less revolution of ages. The coming; of a comet must raise the mind to higher thoughts ; 
the lowest of our species are not so abject, or lost in the grovelling pursuits of wealth or 
of ambition, not to be roused by the appearance of these bodies, and to reflect a little 
on the place they are appointed to hold in this universe. What a grand idea is pre- 
sented to them 1 A sun in the middle of a system, round which are rolling bodies in 
every direction, so contrived, by the wisdom of the creator, that all shall perform their 
motions with regularity and precision ; some keeping nearly the same distance from the 
common centre; others, for purposes unknown to us, traversing the immense regions 
of space, and seeming to be travelling to such a distance that to them is no return. 

No return is indeed made in the life of the earthly generation which once sees it. We 
have lately seen a comet j where will it be when we are returned to our parent earth, 
and are mouldered into that dust of which we were originally composed ? What are 
the generations of man in this computation? How idle do all their speculations ap- 
pear ! The thought may appal the features of vice, but virtue never fades. The works 
of the good man continue through endless ages ; and when not a trace of his earthly 
body can be discovered, he is beneficial to the remotest posterity. Wc may measure by 
time the motion of planets and comets ; but to the reasonable creation the length 
or shortness of time enters not into our calculations. The years of a comet will not 
measure the existence to which we are approaching, and to which we ought all to as- 
pire. 

These reflections naturally arise out of such a subject ; and I trust that my readers will 
not only approve of the insertion of them in a work like this, but constantly hear in 
mind, that ennobling as is the science of astronomy, it is of little use if we are content- 
ed with mere passive admiration, and our thoughts are not carried by it to our great 
creator. 



ERRATA. 

Page 573, col. 1st. line 55th, for countiymct. rend countrymen 
Page 573, col. 2nd. 1st line, for princip'a, read principal. 
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